Advanced practice nursing: parameters for successful integration.
This article analyzes advanced practice nursing roles through a literature review and a pilot stakeholder survey in relation to five strategic areas: (1) definitions and scope of practice; (2) education, credentialing and regulation; (3) new roles in healthcare; (4) costs and benefits in health reform; and (5) implementation and relationships. The Canadian health services environment is best served by a multifaceted APN role, defined by a nursing paradigm that invokes collaborative relationships with physicians, and education and credentialing that is based on national standardization.